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Downstate GOP congressman to run for Senate

By Robert J. McCarthy 

Updated: March 13, 2012, 3:11 PM 

Bob Turner, the Republican who scored an upset victory for a Democratic congressional seat in Brooklyn and Queens only to see it eliminated by reapportionment, now says he will run for the U.S. Senate.

Turner said today he will "humbly" attend the Republican State Convention in Rochester on Friday and challenge three others for the GOP endorsement to run against Democratic incumbent Kirsten E. Gillibrand this fall.

"I ran for the House six months ago as a private citizen fed up with what is happening in Washington," he said. "I could not sit and watch career politicians sink my nation deeper into economic crisis.

"Brooklyn and Queens voters of all political parties, graciously responded by sending me to Congress," he added. "It now appears that their district has been eliminated."

Turner said he also will seek Conservative endorsement when the minor party meets next week.

"There is serious work to be done to get this economy back on track, and I will not walk away from that work now," he said. "I will run for the Senate, and I will run to win."

Turner won a September special election to replace Anthony Weiner, a veteran Democrat who resigned after admitting he sent women lewd text messages and photos of himself. But a federal magistrate judge appointed to oversee the state's redistricting process has proposed eliminating his district.

Turner, who learned with a degree of certainty just this week that his district appears headed for elimination, faces catching up with GOP opponents already on the campaign trail. They include Wendy Long, a Manhattan attorney; Joseph Carvin, supervisor of Rye in Westchester County; and George Maragos, the Nassau County comptroller.

All were in Hamburg on Saturday for a debate sponsored by the Erie County Republican Party.

"We welcome Bob to the race and look forward to seeing him and the rest of the guys in Rochester," Long said today.
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